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I'VE BEEN ASSIGNED TO 
DO PRIMARY HISTORICAL RESEARCH 
ON PROFESSOR PETER TALMADGE. 


HE WAS A BIOCHEMIST HERE 
AT GNOSIS AND TOOK OUT 
SOME PHARMACEUTICAL PATENTS 
IN THE 1950S. WHEN HE DIED 
HE LEFT HIS PERSONAL PAPERS TO 
THE "GNOSISIANA" COLLECTION. 


THE GNOSIS COLLEGE LIBRARY 
SURE HAS SOME BEAUTIFUL 
INTERIOR SPACES.... 
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WHICH I SURE WON'T 
BE WORKING IN. 


NOW REMEMBER, 

MR. CHASE YOU'RE ALLOWED TO 
KEEP THE TALMADGE PAPERS AT 
YOUR ASSIGNED CARREL, BUT NOT 
ELSEWHERE. THEY ARE MOST 
CERTAINLY NOT ALLOWED TO 
v LEAVE THE LIBRARY > 
^ BUILDING. 


I UNDERSTAND 
OF COURSE. 






NOT ADDRESSED TO 


PROFESSOR TALMADGE... 
FROM OCCUPIED GERMANY? 














THERE ARE MANY 
LETTERS, ALL IN 
GERMAN, TO THIS 
MYSTERIOUS 
ADDRESSEE. ALSO 
SOME JOURNALS 
NOT IN PROFESSOR 
TALMADGE'S 
HANDWRITING. 


THE TWO JOURNALS 
APPEAR TO BE WRITTEN 
IN DIFFERENT CIPHERS. 





LABORIOUSLY WORKING 
THROUGH THE LETTERS 
P<D£S REVEAL A STORY. 


NOT PROFESSOR 
TALMADGE'S, EXACTLY 









THEIR COUNTRY'S " 

FINISHED, BUT THEY'RE STILL FIGHTING 
AND GETTING KILLED. _ 


SOMEWHERE IN 
FRANCONIA, 
APRIL 1945. 


WHAT IS ^ 
WRONG WITH THESE 
PEOPLE, SARGEP 


JUST 
CRAZY, I 
GUESS. 


^ JESUS... THIS ' 
POOR KID LOOKS 
LIKE HE WASN'T 
EVEN OLD ENOUGH 
v TO SHAVE. > 


WHAT'S 
THAT 
IN HIS 
POCKET? 


IT'S A LETTER. THIS ~ 
KID WAS WRITING TO HIS FATHER 
HE'S TRYING TO COMFORT HIM 
ABOUT THE DEATH 
^ — OF HIS BROTHER... 


^ YOU CAN READ ^ 
THAT KRAUT WRITING 
^ SARGEP HOWP „ 
















I USED TO BE IN 
AIRBORNE — THE 555TH 
— BEFORE I TOLD THE 
COLONEL THAT. HE GOT 
ALL ANGRY AND TOLD THE 
ARMY HAD A PLACE FOR 
UPPITY NEGROES. 


THAT'S 
WHEN I GOT 
TRANSFERRED 
TO GRAVES 
REGISTRATION. 



IF I READ THIS RIGHT, THIS 
BOY, NAMED HANS, WAS 
V THE LAST OF HIS FAMILY, 
\ EXCEPT HIS FATHER... 

X A PROFESSOR KARL 
^ BUCHNER. 


THAT SOP 


YOU KNOW WE'RE 

SUPPOSED TO TURN ^ 

DOCUMENTS OVER TO G2, RIGHTP 


FUCK ARMY 
INTELLIGENCE 


THIS LETTER 
NEEDS TO BE 
DELIVERED. 


r WELL, HE DIDN'T X 
EXACTLY USE THE > 
WORD "NEGRO," BUT 
YEAH, OTHERWISE / 
THAT'S SO. >f 
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ARCHIVES OF THE MAX PLANCK 
SOCIETY, PRESENT DAY. 


EIN GESCHICHTSSTUDENT 

+ — NAMENS TAYLOR CHASE WILL WISSEN, 

OB WIR BRIEFE AN EIN BESTIMMTES MITGLIED 
DER GESELLSCHAFT AUS DER KWG ZEIT HABEN 


NORMALERWEISE 
1ST DAS EIGENTLICH NICHT 
UNSERE AUFGABE. ^ 


JA, GERDA. ABER 
ER BESTEHT DARAUF, DAS 
IN DEN BRIEFEN, WENN ES 
SIE uBERHAUPT GIBT, EINE 
ERGREIFENDE GESCHICHTE 
ZU FINDEN 1ST. 


OQqq 






OUTSIDE MUNICH, 
LATE 1945. 




[Msergeant jackson? 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR 
COMING TO SEE ME. 





^ ACH. I WAS A 
TALENTED SCIENTIST ONCE. 

I EVEN HAD A FELLOWSHIP AT 
CAMBRIDGE BACK BEFORE 
THE FIRST WAR... V 


HI*. 


I HAVE VERY LITTLE TO OFFER BY WAY 
OF HOSPITALITY, BUT PLEASE 
ACCEPT AT LEAST THIS. 

YOUR SENDING ME \ 

/ HANSEL'S LAST LETTER A 
l WAS THE GREATEST J 
\ OF POSSIBLE / 

V KINDNESSES. S 




^ THE WAR WAS ^ 
TERRIBLY CRUEL TO YOUR 
FAMILY, PROFESSOR. 
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KURT , OUR NEXT SON, 
FELL FIGHTING TO DEFEND 
"FORTRESS" BRESLAU. 





Luxembourg 
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ThionvilleT^ 
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HANSEL, AS YOU KNOW, 
WAS A POINTLESS SACRIFICE IN 
THE LAST DAYS OF THE WAR. 



HELENE, MY WIFE, AND 
OUR DAUGHTERS MAGDA 
AND PAULINE DIED 
UNDER THE BOMBS. 


I 
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I SHOULD HAVE DIED WITH 
THEM, BUT WAS AWAY AT 
MY SCIENTIFIC WORK. 


















MY SISTER LIVONIA... SHE GOT MARRIED AND 
MOVED TO LOS ANGELES. MY MOTHER AND 
FATHER. DAD WAS A RAILROAD WORKER. y 
HE DIED IN AN ACCIDENT A FEW S 

YEARS AGO, BUT MY MOM STILL / 

LIVES IN PLEASANT PRAIRIE... \ f 


I'M SO SORRY 
PROFESSOR. 


PLEASANT PRAIRIE... 
THERE IS A VERY GOOD 
COLLEGE THERE, IF I 
RECALL CORRECTLY. _ 


IT WOULD BE SHAME IF YOU WERE 
NOT TO CONSIDER UNIVERSITY , 
EDUCATION, SGT. JACKSON. / 
SOMEONE WHO TEACHES /> 

HIMSELF TO READ GERMAN / / 
AS A BOY WITH NOTHING 7 

BUT A TEXTBOOK... / ' 


^ THERE IS > 

SOMETHING I 
WOULD LIKE YOU TO 
HAVE, SERGEANT 
V JACKSON. > 


r WELL, THERE'S > 
A CHANCE, I GUESS. 
BACK IN AMERICA 
THERE'S THIS NEW 
LAW CALLED THE GI 
S. BILL, WHICH JUST. 
X MIGHT... 







SCIENTIFIC TEXTS 
LECTURE NOTES. 


DON'T YOU NEED 
THESE THINGS YOURSELF 
PROFESSOR? 



^ IN MY COUNTRY I'D 
SAY WE HAVE DONE ENOUGH 
w WITH CHEMICALS. 


I HAVE ONE 
REQUEST... 


^ WOULD YOU BE 
WILLING TO WRITE TO ME 
AND TELL ME ABOUT YOUR 
PROGRESS? IT WOULD BE 
v A CONSOLATION. > 


I SHALL DO THAT, 
PROFESSOR. GOOD 
LUCK TO YOU. 


^ BEST THAT MY >4, 
PAPERS SHOULD FIND THEIR 
WAY TO SOMEONE WHO MIGHT 
LEARN AND DO GOOD WITH 
V THEM, FOR A CHANGE. > 
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/ NEVER > 
THOUGHT 
I'D BE HAPPY 
TO SEE THIS 
k PLACE 
\ AGAIN. > 


^ GOING THIS ^ 
WAY, PRIVATE, IT 
MEANS GOING 
. HOME. ^ 







HE TOOK A 
MENIAL JOB 
TO SUPPORT 
HIS MOTHER. 




WELL, JACKSON NOW HAD AN 
, INVALID MOTHER, AND HIS 
\ SISTER WAS MARRIED WITH 
I \ A FAMILY OF HER OWN 
1 \ THOUSANDS OF MILES 
\ AWAY. HE HAD TO 

\ SHELVE ANY PLANS 

\ TO GO TO COLLEGE. 


THE THING IS, PROFESSOR 
WRIGHT, EVEN THOUGH HE 
WAS A JANITOR, HE AND 
PROFESSOR BUCHNER 
CONTINUED A VERY 
PERSONAL AND A 

SCIENTIFIC ACTIVE A 

CORRESPONDENCE. S ] J 


- I'LL EVEN SEE IF 
I CAN'T HELP YOU SHAKE 
VERNON JACKSON'S OLD 
EMPLOYMENT RECORDS 
LOOSE FROM THE COLLEGE 
v //= THEY STILL EXIST... 


IN A CRUEL IRONY IT 
WAS RIGHT HERE AT 
GNOSIS COLLEGE. 







JACKSON'S JANITORIAL EMPLOYMENT 
COMES WITH AN UNEXPECTED BENEFIT. 
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HIS CORRESPONDENCE WITH 
BUCHNER REVEALS HIM GIVING 
HIMSELF AN IMPRESSIVE 
OFF-HOURS EDUCATION. 


THAT THE BLACK MAN MIGHT BE READING 
UP BEHIND THEIR BACKS IS NOT SOMETHING 
MID-CENTURY AMERICA READILY SUSPECTS. 



JACKSON AND 
BUCHNER'S 
CORRESPONDENCE 
ABOUT SCIENTIFIC 
MATTERS 
BECOMES EVER 
MORE ABSTRUSE. 


I THINK IT WOULD FLUMMOX 
ME EVEN IF IT WEREN'T WRITTEN 
HALF IN FUCKING GERMAN. 











SOMETIMES THE 
CORRESPONDENCE 
REVEALS MORE 
PERSONAL THINGS. 


I AM SURE ’ 
YOU'VE DONE 
ALL YOU CAN, 
DR. GOLDFARB. 
MAY I SEE MY 
MOTHER 














"YOU WERE TOLD THEY WOULDN'T 
LET COLORED FOLKS USE IT, BUT 
YOU JUST HAD TO FIND OUT FOR 
YOURSELF IF THAT WAS TRUE." 


"AND YOU ARE 
STILL BRAVE 
STRONG." 


"WHEN YOU 
CAME OUT 
I COULD TELL 
HOW MUCH 
YOU WANTED 
TO CRY THEN." 


"BUT YOU 
DIDN'T. YOU 
WERE BRAVE 
AND YOU 
WERE STRONG." 









AND THIS WAS WHEN HE CROSSED 
PATHS WITH PROFESSOR TALMADGE... 


AFTER HIS 
MOTHER'S 
DEATH 
JACKSON 
BEGAN TO 
MOVE HIS 
ACTIVITIES 
BEYOND 
THE LIBRARY. 







IT WOULD SEEM I RATHER UNDERESTIMATED 
YOU, VERNON. PERHAPS YOU AND I 






THE REST OF THE STORY CAN 
BE FOUND IN PRESS ACCOUNTS 
AND COURT RECORDS. 
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A VOLUME OF THE ORIGINAL 
18TH CENTURY PRINTING OF 
THE ENCYCLOPEDIE WENT 
MISSING FROM THE GNOSIS 
COLLEGE RARE BOOKS ROOM 



AN "ANONYMOUS TIP" LED POLICE 
TO JACKSON'S HOUSE, WHERE THE 
VOLUME WAS FOUND. MANY NOTES 
AND LETTERS WERE ALSO CONFISCATED 


YOU'RE IN A LOT 
OF TROUBLE, BOY 


^ FORTUNATELY 

FOR YOU, THE DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY IS MY BROTHER- 
IN-LAW, AND HE'S WILLING 
* — TO SEE REASON. ■< 











I DON'T THINK TALMADGE 
EVER GOT HIS PLAINTEXT. 


IN THE END HE WENT TO HIS 
GRAVE AND THE PAPERS 
WENT INTO THE ARCHIVES. 










^ HE NEVER MADE 
ANY DEAL. A LOCAL JUDGE 
SENT HIM TO STATE PRISON 
. FOR SEVEN YEARS. . 


ONE YEAR IN, 
k ANOTHER PRISONER 

w KNIFED HIM TO DEATH 
OVER A PACK OF CIGARETTES. 



"ONE THAT LOOKED INTIMIDATING TURNED 
OUT JUST TO BE A SET OF PHONETIC 
SYMBOLS ENCODING ENGLISH — EASY 
TO READ WHEN YOU LOOK UP THE 
ALPHABET AND FIGURE OUT THE TRICK." 






VERNON JACKSON WAS WORKING 
ON —OR AT LEAST, THOUGHT 
HE WAS WORKING ON — SOME 
CLASS OF MIND CONTROL DRUGS 


IN HIS 
IMAGININGS, 
HE SAW BLACK 
PEOPLE USING 
THEM TO TURN 
THE TABLES ON 
WHITE PEOPLE 
FOR CENTURIES 
OF SLAVERY AND 
OPPRESSION. 
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THE NOTEBOOK WASN'T 
ABOUT THE DRUGS AS SUCH 




L.HfrTfTi^n, ^ 


BUT ABOUT HIS 
FANTASIES FOR USING 
THEM, AND THESE 
WERE... WELL... 


REALLY 

LURID 

AND 

DETAILED 


~ 
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VERNON JACKSON SPENT A LIFE OF 
SUFFERING AND INJUSTICE. THESE 
PRIVATE FANTASIES PLAY TO THE WORST 
KIND OF WHITE RACIAL FEARS. 


TAYLOR, YOUR ^ 
HEART IS IN A GOOD 
PLACE, BUT YOUR HEAD 
^ IS UP YOUR ASS. ^ 


VERNON JACKSON 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN A GREAT 
SCIENTIST, BUT HE WAS 
THWARTED AT EVERY TURN 
BY THE REALITIES OF RACE 
AND CLASS IN MID- 
TWENTIETH CENTURY 
AMERICA. WHO AMONG US 
WOULD NOT BOIL WITH 
FRUSTRATION IN HIS 
PLACEP WEIRD, EVEN VILE 
FANTASIES ARE A 
PERFECTLY NATURAL 
REACTION TO WHAT HE HAD 
TO UNDERGO. 


PERHAPS WE 
OWE IT TO HIS 
POSTHUMOUS 
REPUTATION 
. NOT TO... . 




^ WE OWE IT TO ^ 
HISTORY TO REMEMBER 
VERNON JACKSON AS A 
//Zm4/V BEING, NOT 
v A PLASTER SAINT. ^ 


BUT THE GREAT 
SCIENTIST PART IS 
UNKNOWN, AND 
THAT'S ALSO PART 
OF HIS STORY. 


X WAS HE REALLY ON \ 
r TO SOMETHING, OR JUST > 
DRIVEN MADP WE CAN'T KNOW 
IF WE CAN'T DECRYPT HIS 
k SCIENTIFIC NOTES, AND y 
jV I CAN'T DO THAT. ^4- 




I KNOW SOMEONE WHO 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO HELP. 








^ IT'S FROM SOMEONE 
NAMED KARIN BAUER. 
SHE'S AN ARCHIVIST WHO'S 
BEEN HELPING ME OUT ON 
MY HISTORY PROJECT AND 
WANTS TO KNOW HOW 
IT'S GOING. ^ 


^ FURTHER ON SHE 
SAYS SHE HATES E-MAIL 
AND SOCIAL NETWORKS BUT 
w LOVES LETTERS. 
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I THINK VERNON JACKSON 
HAS A COMPELLING STORY THAT 
DESERVES TO BE TOLD, BUT I CAN'T 
COMPLETE IT WITHOUT KNOWING 


WELL, YOU HAVE 
A SHOT. HOW HARD CAN A MID- 
TWENTIETH CENTURY ENCRYPTION BEP 
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WHY'D YOU COME 
FROM BRONX SCIENCE 
ALL THE WAY TO THIS LITTLE 
COLLEGE? I'D THINK YOU’D 
. BE AT MIT OR CALTECH 
>s. INSTEAD. 


^ ASIDE FROM > 

THE STINK OF GEEK 
TESTOSTERONE AROUND 
THOSE PLACES, 

V I HAVE... « 


PERSONAL « 
REASONS FOR WANTING 
TO BE HERE 

^ INSTEAD. ^ 
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^ I CAN'T X 
r PROMISE 
ANYTHING, BUT I'LL 
TRY AND LET YOU 
^ KNOW, OKAY, j 
X. TAYLORP y 


r A HISTORICAL ” 
DECRYPTION. IT 
TURNS OUT TO BE 
HARDER THAN I 
X THOUGHT. 


f I CAN > 
THINK OF 
SOMETHING 
NICER FOR 
US TO 

V DO... A 


THAT'S A PRETTY 
AMAZING STORY ABOUT 
THAT JANITOR. AND PROFESSOR 
. WRIGHT BACKS THIS TAYLOR . 
GUY UP ON IT? 


MAYBE WE COULD USE 
' SOME OF THAT AMAZING FATIMA FADIL^ 
CHEMICAL KNOWLEDGE OF YOURS TO HELP 
ME SHAKE LOOSE SOME CRYPTOGRAPHIC 
V WEAKNESSES, HMMP .X* 


7 YOU > 
/ KNOW I 
/ WOULDN'T 
BOTHER IF 
l IT WERE 
\ JUST HIM 
\ ASKING. 


' I LOVE IT 
WHEN YOU TALK 
DIRTY TO ME. 


WHATCHA 
DOIN', BABY? 














SHE TELLS ME HOW 
POIGNANT SHE FINDS THE 
VERNON JACKSON STORY. 


I KEEP RE-READING THIS LOVELY HAND- 
WRITTEN LETTER I GOT FROM THAT GERMAN 
ARCHIVIST WOMAN NAMED KARIN BAUER. 


SHE TELLS ME A BIT ABOUT 
HER QUIET, SOLITARY LIFE AND 
EXPRESSES THE HOPE THAT 
I MIGHT WRITE HER BACK. 


WRITING E-MAIL BACK IN REPLY TO A 
PAPER LETTER SOMEHOW SEEMS GROSS 
AND WRONG. EVEN PRINTING A WORD- 
PROCESSED LETTER SEEMS GAUCHE. 


SOMEHOW 
FEEL SELF- 
CONSCIOUS 
ABOUT MY 
HANDWRITING. 


BUT I THINK I CAN 
FIND A SOLUTION 
TO THAT. 
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^ HOW D'YA DO, ^ 
YOUNG MAN. I'M JOE 
LARSON. WHAT CAN 
I DO FOR YOU 
^ TODAY? ^ 


<p fmtt\ 


> GOOD AFTERNOON, 

MR. LARSON. MY NAME IS 
TAYLOR CHASE. I WAS LOOKING 
FOR A CERTAIN... OLD 
TECHNOLOGY. 


AH. 

GOOD 


WHEN I WAS YOUR AGE, TAYLOR, AU- 
TRE MACHINES WE HAD WERE 
MADE OF PARTS YOU COULD SEE 
AND TAKE APART AND PUT BACK 
TOGETHER. YOU COULD i 

UNDERSTAND THE MACHINES / 
IN YOUR OWN HOME. NOW... / 
FEH. EVEN WHAT'S UNDER THE / 
HOOD OF YOUR CAR MIGHT AS X 
WELL HAVE FALLEN OFF AN 
ALIEN SPACESHIP. lV^ 
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DOES THAT 
MATTER, SIR? 


x OF COURSE IT X 
' MATTERS/ WHO DO YOU> 
WANT RUNNING YOUR LIFE, 
YOUNG MANP YOU, OR THE 
MACHINES? DON'T TRUST 
THINGS YOU CAN'T TAKE 

\ APART AND PUT BACK > 
^ TOGETHER. 








BUT WE CAN LOVE OLD ^ 
TECHNOLOGY NOT JUST BECAUSE 
WE CAN KNOW IT. ^ 


IT HAS BEAUTY 
AS WELL/ 


^ THOSE NEAT PACKAGES OF ^ 
METAL AND GLASS BELOW DON'T 
JUST GIVE US SOUND. THEY GIVE US 
LIGHT AND WARMTH AND COMFORT, 

. LIKE PRIMEVAL FIRES GAVE 

TO OUR ANCESTORS. _ f 


~ YOU WON'T GET THAT ^ 
OUT OF YOUR FANCY I-DROIDS 
AND ME-PHONES AND BLUE 
BLINKING PSEUDO-TOOTHS 
^ AND WHAT-HAVE-YOU. ^ 





CRAP. WHY CAN'T THERE BE A "DELETE" KEY? 


BUT MANY HOURS OF 
SLOW TYPING LATER... 
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I HAVE MADE 
SOMETHING 
THAT DOES 
FEEL FAR MORE 
SATISFYING 
THAN AN 
E-MAIL. 








I'VE RUN A ^sj 
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS. N 
THIS THING THAT TAYLOR 
CHASE FOUND LOOKS LIKE 
IT REALLY IS A GENUINE 
POLYALPHABETIC 
SUBSTITUTION A 
CIPHER... ^ 


"IT'S LIKE IT WAS PRODUCED 
ON AN ENIGMA MACHINE." 



"I DON'T THINK 
A JANITOR 
WOULD HAVE 
HAD AN ENIGMA 
MACHINE..." 


"PERHAPS HE 
COULD SIMULATE 
ONE IN HIS HEAD." 





DON'T YOU 
REALLY WANT TO 
FIND OUT? 










^ LOOKS LIKE 
MIGHT BE GENIUS 
^ BUT... 


/SO, CRANK 
OR GENIUS, 
yCHEMISTP 




SHOULD REDULt REFRACTORY 
PERIOD/SYNTHESIS 100G 
METALLIC SODIUM HEAT WITH 





^ I HAD A CHEMIST FRIEND OF MINE ^ 
LOOK AT THE DECRYPT. SHE THINKS YOUR MAN 
WAS A PHARMACOLOGIST FAR AHEAD OF HIS 
TIME, BUT HIS WORK IS UNFORTUNATELY 
INCOMPLETE. . .SURE, TAYLOR, I'LL 
— ^ SEND OVER MY DECRYPT. 







mm . 


AND SHE LIKES 
MY COMICS... 


I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT KARIN BAUER EVEN 
LOOKS LIKE, AND YET HER LETTERS... 


...MAKE 

ME FEEL AN 
INSPIRATION 
TO CREATE 
MORE 
COMICS. 


SHE THINKS IT'S CUTE I 
WROTE TO HER USING AN 
OLD-FASHIONED TYPEWRITER. 








I FEEL ANOTHER 
STORY COMING ON 








J AND NOW X 
WE SEE IF WE 
CAN GET INSIDE 
VERNON 
JACKSON'S 
SECRETS FOR 
V REAL. > 


r I ASKED IGOR > 
FOR HELP. HE 
KNOWS A LOT ABOUT 
BRAIN CHEMISTRY THAT 
VERNON JACKSON 
. DIDN'T HAVE 
V ACCESS TO. y 


From feldstien(g>gnos 
To: tchase@gnosis.e 

Attachments: deer 
Text: 


Tyler, 


ft s all Greek tn 
ft will b e Qf t0 rr) e 
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HAVE FUN 
READING IT, 
TAYLOR. 
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f YOU AGAIN, \ 
YOUNG MAN. W 
TYPEWRITER 
WORKING OUT / 

V FORYOUP Z_ 





I WAS WONDERING IF^v 
f I MIGHT BE ABLE TO SKETCH > 
SOME OF YOUR TECHNOLOGY... 
k MAYBE LEARN A LITTLE BIT . 
V MORE ABOUT HOW jf, 
IT WORKS. 



^ WELL, YOU'VE COME ^ 
TO THE RIGHT PLACE FOR THAT. 
^ HERE, START WITH THIS. ^ 



" JUST A HUMBLE FOUR- VALVE 
RADIO, AND YET IT LOOKS LIKE IT'S 
MOVING AT HIGH SPEED EVEN 
^ WHEN SITTING STILL. ^ 
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IT IS 
BEAUTIFUL. 




IF YOU COULD TEACH 
ME MORE ABOUT 
HOW THIS STUFF 
ACTUALLY WORKS/N 

GRATEFUL. 





' WELL, I SURE CAN, 
TAYLOR. BUT I HAVE TO 
ASK, WHY ARE YOU SO 
INTERESTED IN ALL THIS 
. OLD STUFF? 



EFORE I COULD STOP HER, SALLY TURNED ON THE 
‘PHYSIO-CHEMICAL DECOMPOSER AND RE-ALIGNER' 
AND STEPPED INTO ITS FORCE-FIELD f I WATCHED, 
HORRIFIED, AS SHE DISSOLVED INTO A POOL OF LIQUID... 


SALLY.' SALLY.' ROGER /OPEN 

THIS DOOR... 
IMMEDIATELY' 


"REALLY? I WAS A 
BIG E.C. FAN WHEN 
I WAS YOUR AGE, 
BACK BEFORE FREDRIC 
WERTHAM RUINED 
EVERYTHING." 



"YOU FEEL FREE TO 
COME BY ANYTIME." 
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course. 


now we'// 

± test subject. 


Aren't there 
ru, es about t 
°f thing? 


r°you care that 

^ ‘the breed! 


neither. 







X HMM. 

YOU KNOW, MY 
GRANDMOTHER 
HAD SOMETHING 
FOR THIS. SHE 
CALLED IT 
V HR AH A. A 


X I MEAN, MIKE'S 
' GREAT AND ADVENTUROUS > 
AND ALL, BUT HE JUST FIRES 
ONCE AND THEN IT'S LIKE 
, HE'S DONE FOR y 
V THE WEEK. y 


^ IT'S... HERBAL. N 
SHE SAYS YOU CAN 
PUT IT IN A MAN'S TEA 
AND IT WILL HAVE THE 
MOST REMARKABLE . 
^ EFFECTS. ^ 



BUT AREN'T 
YOU, LIKE... 


/ YES. > 
YES I AM. 
BUT YOU TRY 
EXPLAINING 
THAT TO MY 
GRAND- 
MOTHER. j 
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r I'M NOT SURE ^ 
WHY I HAD TO HAVE A 
. CUP OF TEA FIRST. 


TEA IS GOOD 
FOR YOU. 


THERE'S A SIDE 
DOOR THEY SOMETIMES 
FORGET TO LOCK. ^ 


a 

. li 

|ia= . 



— Em" 




Ii" lr 








1 * 






FiLf 




j \\lptw : 

Pjj i 









tfttffff/Si 








WHOA, DUDE, ARE 
YOU GETTING THIS P 


I WONDER WHAT 
THEY DID WHEN THEY 
w GOT BACK HOME. ^ 
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^ VERNON JACKSON ^ 
REALLY WAS THE GENIUS 
TAYLOR CHASE THINKS HE 
WAS. AND /V£ HAVE 
. HIS MAGIC RECIPE 
EW BOOK. 


WHAT DOES IT 
MEAN, BABY? 


WORST CASE, 

WE GET OBSCENELY RICH 
AND GET TO GO LIVE ON 
OUR OWN TROPICAL 

ISLAND. ^ 


DO YOU 

KNOW WHAT THIS 
MEANS? 


PEOPLE SAID IT WAS A ^ 
MISTAKE, MY FOLLOWING YOU 
ALL THE WAY OUT HERE. ^ 


^ BUT X 
BELIEVE 1 
ME, I NEVER 
REGRETTED THE 
DECISION FOR 
ONE SECOND. , 


^ BEST CASE, 

WE GET TO RULE THE 
WORLD TOGETHER. 






WRITTEN BY 
ILLUSTRATE 
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WHAT'S 
THIS THING, 
MR. LARSONP 


X HARD TO > 
BELIEVE, BUT 
AIRSHIPS DID HAVE 
ADVANTAGES OVER 
S. AIRPLANES. > 


AIRSHIP 
COMPASS. 
FROM THE 
1920S. 


r HAD HISTORY \ 
GONE A LITTLE 
DIFFERENTLY, WE 
MIGHT SEE THE 
SKIES FILLED WITH 
v THEM TODAY. 4 


^ YOU YOUNG > 
PEOPLE GET HARDER 
TO UNDERSTAND WITH 
EVERY PASSING 
V YEAR. y 


f A HISTORY > 
IN WHICH, 
PERHAPS, EUROPE 
DIDN'T COMMIT 
V SUICIDEP > 


"PHARMACOLOGY" 
CHAPTER 3 
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...ENCOURAGING 
ME TO THINK ABOUT 
SUCH THINGS. 


WRITTEN BY: PR. FAUSTUS 
ILLUSTRATED BY: EROS ARTS 


WELL, I HAVE A FRIEND IN 
GERMANY WHO'S BEEN 
WRITING ME LETTERS... 









r IF YOU ^ 
CLAIM TO "LOVE* 
PEOPLE, THEN 
PERHAPS YOU 
NEED TO 
RETHINK THOSE 
CONVICTIONS 
YOU IMAGINE 
WARRANT YOUR 
RIPPING INTO 
THEIR LIVES. > 


POINTING OUT A SINFUL 
LIFESTYLE CHOICE — GIVING PEOPLE 
THE CHANCE TO TURN TO A HEALTHIER 
AND BETTER PATH — IS AN ACT 
OF LOVE, NOT HATE. 



/ "FOR THE INVISIBLE \ 

THINGS OF HIM FROM THE \ 
CREATION OF THE WORLD ARE > 
CLEARLY SEEN, BEING UNDERSTOOD 
BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE, 
EVEN HIS ETERNAL POWER AND 
GODHEAD; SO THAT THEY ARE > 
^ WITHOUT EXCUSE." 


SO I GUESS THINKING 
ISN'T EXACTLY ON YOUR 
MENU THEN. 




I'M SORRY YOU HAD 
TO SEE THAT, BABY. 


y YOU KNOW, V 
THERE > 

PATHS TO 
ENLIGHTENMENT 
OTHER THAN J 
v THINKING. J 

















SINCE I 
CAN'T SLEEP, 
LET'S TRY SOME 
COUNTERFACTUAL 
HISTORY. 
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this is dome on the pretext 

THAT THEY APE TO BE USED AS 
CIVILIAN PLEASUPECPAFTBY 
DEUTSCHE LUFTSSCHIFFAHPTS-AG. 




WHILE SOME POLITICIANS PAISE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE PEAL PUPPOSE OF ALL THESE 
AIPSHIPS FEW TAKE THEM SEPIOUSLY . 


TAKE IT FPOM ME, WINSTON, 
NO WEAPON WILLEVEP 
SUPPASS THE fl6HTIN6 SHIP. 




oh juh 


THEGEPMAHEMPIPE, 
ALLIED TO MJST&IA-HUN6A&Y, 
fACES WAP OH TV/O EPOHTS. 



ARE YOU MAD, GEhjERALOBERSP 
TO C ROSS BEL6IUM IN THAT MANNER 
WILL SURELY BRIN6 THE EN6LISH 
WTO THE WAV. IT WILL BE A 
CATASTROPHE FOR GERMANY 1 . 


SHALL MARCH THR0U6H HERE J 
IND TAKE THE FRENCH IN THE 
>EAR, THUS CRUSHING THEM. 


YOUR UNCLE WOULD 
NOT HAVE GIVEN ME 
SUCH A BAD ANSWER, 
VONMOLTKE. 


YOUR MAJESTY, 





...A FOPCE OF LUFTSTOBTPUPPEM 
DESCEND FPOM THE IP AIPSHIPS 
PEHW THE LIMES IMFPAMCE. 
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T THE BPITISH EMPIPE, 
t LACKING THE GAUSUS 
BELLI Of A BELGIAN 
INVASION AND DISTRACTED 
BY THE ESCALATING 
IPISH CIVIL WAP, NEVEP 
ENTEPSTHE CONTLICT. 


THE REPUBLIC OF fPANCE IS 
0BLI6ED TO SUE TOP PEACE. 
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THE KAISER SHIfTS HIS ARMIES EAST 
TO MEET THE "RUSSIAN STEAMROLLER 
A HORRIfl C STRU66LE ENSUES . 


WITHIN A YEAR, TH0U6H, THE 
TSAR ISfORCED INTO A 
HUMILIATIN6 CAPITULATION. 


6ERMANY COMES TO 
CONTROL AVAST 
EMPIRE IN THE EAST 
IN THE fORM Of 
CLIENT AND 
PUPPET STATES 
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BRITAIN AT AN UNDERSTANDING WITH THE COLOSSAL 
NEW GERMANY IN ORDER TO PRESERVE ITS OWN EMPIRE. 
IT IMPOSES ''PEACE 1 ' IN IRELAND WITH SINGULAR BRUTALIT 


THE UNITED STATES IS AT PEACE AND MOSTLY 
I6N0RES THE HIDEOUS EVENTS IN THE CORRUPT OLD 
' -? WORLD, UNTIL THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR PRESENTS 

A NOTE INSISTING THAT THE U.S. CURB THE RAISING 
OF FUNDS FOR "SUBVERSIVE SERBIAN GROUPS ON ITS 
SOIL," WHICH NOTE THE U.S. IGNORES. 
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A FLEET OF IMPERIAL WAP 1EPPELISJS C POSSES THE MOPTH 
POLE AMD CPUISES MEMACIM6LY DOWH THE U.S. EAST COAST. 


PRIMITIVE U.S. AIP 
DEFENSES WOULD 
HAVE PEEM HELPLESS 
A6AIMSTTHIS. 
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AT A SITE DEEP IHSIDE THE AMEPICAH CO WHEW, A 
MASSIVE COHSTPUCTIOH OF HEW IHDUSTPIES AHD IHSTITUTIOHS 
IS UHDEPTAKEH. WE HEW SITE IS CALLED "DIESEL CITY" 


HEW APMED FORCES APE CHEATED, 







Mnirtyffll IIHtTWP.f ,|i 

r rrffff U 


wm-cmuw, 
DIESEL CITY IS A 
&00MW6 
METROPOLIS Of 
THE SCIENCE ERA' 
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TRUST ME ON THIS. 

YOU PLAY PREDATOR AND SHE'LL 
PLAY PREY. SHE WANTS 

TO PLAY PREY. T 


^ SHE MIGHT ^ 
NOT QUITE KNOW 
. IT YET, BUT... . 


I DUNNO MEDS. 
WHAT KIND OF WEIRD 
GIRL TAKES A SHOWER 
FOR TWO HOURS Fs 
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ACCORDING TO HIS 
GLAGOLITIC CIPHER, VERNON 
JACKSON THOUGHT HE COULD TURN 
ALL THE WHITE BOYS GAY. THAT 
^ WOULD HAVE SHOWN THEM. ^ 


SO WHEN WE RULE THE ' 
WORLD ARE WE GOING TO TURN 
ALL THE WOMEN AND LET THE MALE 
V HALF JUST WITHER AWAYP ^ 








COLOGY 


GNOSls 


VOLUIT1E IX 
numBEB IV 
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COLLEAGUES WHO MIGHT CONFIRM OR CONTRADICT BUCHNER'S 
ACCOUNT WERE LAST SEEN IN THE SOVIET ZONE OF OCCUPATION. 


SOVIET AUTHORITIES 
DENY ALL KNOWLEDGE 
OF THEIR WHERE- 
ABOUTS, THOUGH. 


IN TIME 
EVERYONE 
FORGETS 
ABOUT THE 
INVESTIGATION, 
UNTIL KARIN 
GOES LOOKING 
SEVENTY 
YEARS LATER. 
















TELL YOU WHAT, 
JESSICA. I NEED 
TWO THINGS. 


FIRST, MY COUSIN GHANIYAH IN 
RAMALLAH DESERVES A PROPER WED- 
DING FEAST. BUT AN ISRAELI EMBARGO 
HAS MADE HER FAMILY POOR. 
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SO HOW'S THIS 
COMIC BOOK YOU'RE 
WORKING ON GOINGP 


^ I'VE WORKED < 

UP SOME WORLD DETAIL 
AND SOME MORE 
v CHARACTERS... > 




^ IT'S 
AMAZING 
THAT YOU'VE 
PRESERVED ALL 
THESE, MR. 

V LARSON. > 


^ CALL ME JOE, N 
TAYLOR. AND FETCH 
ME A SPARE 
EIMAC-30HTH 
FROM THE BOX 
ON THE TOP SHELF, 
S. WILL YOU? 


..AND THOSE IDIOTS 
IN WASHINGTON... 






"THERE'S A VILLAIN, OR 
PERHAPS AN ANTIHERO, WHO'S 
A SELF-MADE CYBORG." 


SOUNDS PULPY 
TAYLOR." 






"THERE'S ALSO 
A PULP HEROINE 
NAMED 

BETSY BROWN." 






"AND A PULP 
HERO NAMED 
DAN STEELE." 





"A MAD SCIENTIST 
AND HIS NOT-TOO- 
COMPETENT 
ASSISTANT... 
THOUGH THEY'RE 
ON THE SIDE OF 
THE GOOD GUYS." 








"AND A VILLAINESS TO 
COLLABORATE WITH THE 
VILLAIN, SORT OF A 
DRAGON-LADY TYPE." 
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WHAT YOU'RE ' 
CREATING HERE IS 
ENTERTAINMENT, 
TAYLOR. ESCAPE 
FROM THE WORLD. 

TO HELL WITH 
S, "CORRECT." > 


UH, I HOPE I DIDN'T 
COME OFF AS 
POLITICALLY INCORRECT 
FOR USING THE 
EXPRESSION 
"DRAGON LADY." 



^ — NOW COME ON BACK, 
YOUNGSTER, AND I'LL TEACH YOU 
HOW TO PROPERLY RESTORE A 
^ REMINGTON NOISELESS... ^ 
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HOLY CRAP, IGOR. I MEAN, EIGHT 
SACKSP YOU'RE THE TERROR OF 
THE DAMN CONFERENCE... 



THEY WOULD EXPECT ME 
V TO DO NOTHING BUT 
FOOTBALL. 


NOPE. SINGER HOUSE 
FOR ME. BEST — AND ONLY- 
KOSHER FOOD ON CAMPUS. 









SIMPLE. WE'D LIKE > 
YOU TO TRY A VERY LOW 
DOSE OF A NEUROACTIVE 
THAT WILL SIGNIFICANTLY 
ENHANCE DOPAMINE 
PRODUCTION IN 
RESPONSE TO . 
V PAINFULSTIMULI. / 


SO CAN YOU 
EXPLAIN TO ME 
AGAIN HOW THIS 
IS SUPPOSED > 
TO WORK? < 













^ IT'S AT HIGH 
CONCENTRATION, SO 
^ BE CAREFUL. ^ 


PRETTY AMAZING. 



I KNEW A GIRL ONCE 
WHO WAS REALLY INTO PAIN. 

SHE SAID SHE DIDN'T LIKE THE PAIN 
BUT SHE REALLY LIKED WHERE 
V IT GOT HER TO. ^ 


^ WELL, NOW 
WE CAN HELP THEM GET 
THERE FASTER. 
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EVERYBODY LOVES 
CHILI NIGHT... ^ 


THIS ONE 

WILL BE ESPECIALLY 
MEMORABLE. 
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DON'T STOP, 
NEVER STOP! 


OH, SWEET 
JESUS, YES' 










WHERE IS 
EVERYONE ELSE, 
ZEITLINP 
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^ HOW'S OUR 
HIGHER-DOSAGE TEST 
w COMING ALONGP 


THE KIDS 
HAVE AMAZING 
ENDURANCE. 


THANKS FOR 
THE HEAVY LIFTING 
BY THE WAY, IGOR 


THEY 


' DESERVE 
WHAT THEY 
HAVE COMING 
TO THEM, 
AFTER THAT 
STUNT THEY 
PULLED ON 
CHILI NIGHT. 
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IT BEGINS WITH OUR 
HEROINE, HER BEAU, AND 
A FRIEND OUT ON A DATE. 


THINGS START OUT NICE 


THEY WON'T 
STAY THAT WAY 
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EIN ALLIED 
AGENT/ 
CAPTURED 
BY ZE 
GESTAPO 
UND TURNED 
OVER TO US. 
EXCELLENT/ 



I DON'T CARE WHAT ^ 
YOU DO, YOU FIEND/ I'LL 
NEVER TALK/ ^ 



ZIS IS EIN 
RESEARCH 
FACILITY... 


AH... 

BUT WE 
DO NOT 
INTEND 
FOR YOU 
TO TALK 
FRAULEIN 



LOAD HER 
INTO ZE 
CHAMBER/ 


JAWOHL, 

HERR 

DOKTOR/ 
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Y YOU VILL > 
SERVE ZE 
GREATER GERMAN 
REICH WHETHER 
YOU ARE VILLING 
OR NOT/ 


iW* 1 
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^ HA HA! MOSCOW, LONDON, > 
NEW YORK! ALL TO BE REDUCED TO 
ASHES BY THE POWER OF 
v ARYAN SCIENCE! ^ 


...ZAT ZIS ^ 
'FORCED ORGASM 
BOMB" WILL 
^ WORK? ^ 


IT CANNOT 
FAIL, HERR 
REICHSFUHRER 




I HAVEN'T BEEN SLEEPING WELL 
SINCE I GOT KARIN'S LAST LETTER 


THE 

RUSSIAN 
WIDOW 
OF ONE OF 
THOSE 
COLLEAGUES 
OF 

BUCHNER 
SNAPPED 
UP BY 
THE NKVD 
REMEM- 
BERED 
CERTAIN 
STORIES. 


SMALL WONDER 
THE SOVIETS 
WERE INTERESTED 
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‘TRUE.' SEE NIKOLAUS WACHSMANN, KL: A HISTORY OF THE NAZI CONCENTRATION CAMPS, P. HH1. 


PERHAPS I SHOULD HAVE 
GUESSED. HALF OF ALL 
MALE GERMAN PHYSICIANS 
JOINED THE NAZI PARTY. 
AND 7% JOINED THE SS.* 




PERHAPS HE REALLY 
BELIEVED WHAT 
HE SAID ABOUT 
DIVINE RETRI- 
BUTION AND WAS 
REPENTANT. 


BUT PERHAPS 
HE SAW HIS 
MENTORING 
OF JACKSON 
AS THE 
CREATION OF 
A WEAPON 
THAT WOULD 
VANQUISH A 
HATED 
ENEMY IN 
THE END. 











AND WHAT ABOUT 


OR WAS HE 
PLAYING 
ALONG? 














THY ROD AND 
THY STAFF... THEY 
COMFORT ME... 


IHUlf /«., 








WELL, I AM 
A MEDICAL 
DOCTOR IN 
ADDITION 
TO... YOU'RE 
NOT IN SOME 
SORT OF 
TROUBLE 
l WITH 

\ DRUGS, 
ARE YOU 
TAYLORP 


I'M NOT 
SURE... PERHAPS YOU 
COULD LOOK AT THISP 


^ IT'S LIKE THE > 
WORK OF A GENIUS 
THAT GOT... BROKEN 
^ SOMEHOW... v 


^ AS IF SOMEONE ^ 
WERE WRITING A BRILLIANT 
ANALYSIS OF KANT'S 
. THIRD CRITIQUE... ^ 


...THAT SUDDENLY 
VEERS OFF INTO 
SOLECISMS AND 
SPELLING ERRORS. 
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r IT'S LIKE 
THE OLD STUFF IS 
JUST BORING 
„ NOW. 


YEAH 










WMi 


WHY DO YOU 

SUPPOSE VERNON JACKSON 
WOULD HAVE WORKED ON A 
w DRUG LIKE THAT ONEP 
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AN ARMY FULL OF MEN 
HOPPED UP ON THIS ONE 
SURE WOULD BE DANGEROUS 



wlllllll 


^ I DON'T FEEL 
GOOD ABOUT A HUMAN 
TEST ON THIS ONE. TOO 
^ DANGEROUS. > 


' I'M " 
AFRAID 
I AGREE 
IGORP 









WHAT I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND, SIR, IS 
WHY THE LOCALS AREN'T 
. JUST HANDLING THIS 
V MATTER. y 


WELL, THEY WERE > 
HANDLING THE MATTER, SPECIAL 
AGENT ONG. WITH THE HELP OF 
THEIR STATE BUREAU OF 
INVESTIGATION. ^ 



WHEN THE SBI TRACED THE IDENTITIES OF 
THE TWO VICTIMS THEY FOUND THAT ONE 
WAS A GRADUATE STUDENT OF MIDDLE 
EASTERN ORIGIN AT COLUMBIA. 


DON'T 
LEAP 
TO CON- 
CLUSIONS, 
SPECIAL 
AGENT. 


THE OTHER VICTIM WAS 
A SUCCESSFUL SOFTWARE 
ENGINEER WORKING 
IN SILICON VALLEY. 






THE LOCAL SBI \ 
THOUGHT THE WHOLE 
STORY WAS TOO WEIRD, 
SO THEY CONTACTED 
THE LOCAL FIELD OFFICE > 
FOR SUPPORT. 


NO. BUT COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 
DIVISION CAME UP WITH SOMETHING. 


^ OUR "VICTIMS" \ 
TURNED OUT TO BE 
AGENTS OF A PAIR OF 
MIDDLE-EASTERN 
POWERS WITH A 
, NASTY HISTORY y 
> TOGETHER. 



HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF 
GNOSIS COLLEGE, SPECIAL AGENT ONGP 
JACK MACNEIL AND I WORKED A FEW CASES 
AROUND THERE BEFORE HE GOT PROMOTED 
AND TRANSFERRED TO HEADQUARTERS. 
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"WE BEGIN IN THE MADNESS 
OF CARNAL DESIRE AND TRANS 
PORT OF VOLUPTUOUSNESS, 
WE END IN THE DISSOLUTION 
OF ALL OUR PARTS AND A 
MUSTY STENCH OF CORPSES.' 


"AND THE ROAD FROM THE ONE 
TO THE OTHER GOES, IN REGARD 
TO OUR WELL-BEING AND 
ENJOYMENT OF LIFE, STEADILY 
DOWNHILL: HAPPILY DREAMING 
CHILDHOOD, EXULTANT YOUTH..." 


"...TOIL-FILLED YEARS 
OF MANHOOD, INFIRM 
AND OFTEN WRETCHED 
OLD AGE, THE TORMENT 
OF THE LAST ILLNESS 
AND FINALLY THE 
THROES OF DEATH." 















^ YOU'LL FIND THEM ^ 
WISE BEYOND THEIR YEARS 
TAYLOR. DID YOU BRING 
THE NEWSPAPERP ^ 


/ IS THIS >1 
REALLY AN 
APPROPRIATE 
SITUATION FOR... 
KIDS, PROFESSOR 
WAITEP y 
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WE'RE HOPING THAT ALL THIS 
EXCITEMENT HAS NOTHING TO DO 
WITH WHAT LOOKS LIKE A DOCTORED 
MANUAL FOR MAKING SOME VERY 
MIND-ALTERING DRUGS, TAYLOR. 
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^ WHAT ARE ^ 
WE LOOKING AT ; 
SPECIAL AGENT 
w ONGP ^ 


^ PICTURES. ^ 
FOUND ON THE 
RESPECTIVE SMART 
PHONES OF OUR 
V VICTIMS. ^ 



r TELL ME 
THAT'S NOT 
THE SAME 
, WOMAN. . 


GOOD WORK, 
ONG. NOW WE 
SHOULD... 


^ I ALREADY RAN HER 
THROUGH THE NATIONAL 
FACIAL RECOGNITION 
v. DATABASE, SIR. ^ 


MR. SILICON VALLEY HAS LOTS OF 
PICTURES OF HIS PROGRAMMER BROS 
DOING BRO-Y THINGS, WHILE MR. COLUM- 
BIA HAS PICTURES OF FAMILY AND WHAT I 
GUESS WAS HIS GIRLFRIEND, BUT THEY 
SEEM TO HAVE ONE FIGURE IN COMMON... 





WE ROLL OUT 
AND START FIELD 
INTERVIEWS AND 
_ SURVEILLANCE. _ 


r HER NAME IS > 
FATIMA FADIL. SHE'S 
A STUDENT AT GNOSIS 
V COLLEGE. V 




SO THERE'S THE OLD 
MANUSCRIPT BY VERNON 
JACKSON, SOMETHING WEIRD ON 
CHILI NIGHT, AND NOW INSANE 
CRIMES IN PLEASANT PRAIRIE. 
AND YOU THINK ALL THIS MEANS 
^ WHAT EXACTLYP > 


THAT ^ 
GOVERNMENTS 
ARE NOW STALKING 
MEDEA FELDSTEIN 
i AND FATIMA 
V FADIL. J 


CIRCLING LIKE 
VULTURES... 


WANTING WHAT 
THEY HAVE... 




r LOOK, EVEN 
IF THAT'S TRUE, 
WE CAN'T FIGHT 
GOVERNMENTS. 


r NO, BUT > 
WE MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO FOOL 
. THEM A BIT. > 


MAYBE YOU'RE 
THINKING OF WHO 
I'M THINKING OFP 










no 
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1 CERTAINLY THE L 

r— ^ TAKAYAMA ORGANIZATION 

WOULD BE INTERESTED IN RECOVERING ^ 
WHAT SCIENCE IT CAN FROM THIS SITUATION 
" AND WE COULD CERTAINLY OFFER THEM 
r A BETTER DEAL THAN THE GOVERNMENT'S 
^ LIKELY PROPOSAL OF "PROTECTIVE ^ 
W ^ CUSTODY." ^ \ — ] 



“ NEVER *— 
UNDERESTIMATE 
THE POWER OF A 
STRATEGIC LEAK 
. IN A TIME OF 
PARANOIA, 1 
|7 PROFESSOR V 
WAITE. vO 


THAT AS IT MAY, 
EXACTLY HOW 
DO YOU PROPOSE 
TO FEND OFF 
v UNCLE SAMP > 




' SPECIAL > 
AGENT ONG, 
DO YOU MIND IF 
I ASK YOU A 
, QUESTION? , 









— 


— 


— 




SB 


' 
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MAYBE, BABY 


I'LL THINK 
ABOUT IT, 
OKAYP 


r YEAH, I KNOW. " 
AND I HAVE A NEW 
IDEA ABOUT WHAT 
WE CAN DO WHILE 
v WE'RE ON IT. > 



ALRIGHT, YOU ALL HAVE 
YOUR SURVEILLANCE 
ASSIGNMENTS FOR 
THE NIGHT AND... 


WHAT IS 
IT, SIRP 


WE'RE A 
BEING TOLD 
TO STAND 
„ PCW/V. > 


< APPARENTLY > 
THIS CASE IS NOW 
THE PROPERTY OF 
ANOTHER 
V AGENCY. A 


f TO BE 
CONTINUED/ 
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SHE SUGGESTS THAT I TRY 
TO VISIT HER IN MUNICH. 


IN THE MIDDLE 
OF ALL THE CHAOS, 
A NEW LETTER 
FROM KARIN. 


THAT'S SOMETHING 
I NEVER THOUGHT 
ABOUT BEFORE. 


I'D LIKE TO VISIT 
YOU, KARIN. 


SHE ENCLOSES 
A PICTURE OF 
HERSELF. 
SHE'S... YOUNG 
AND PRETTY. 


PERHAPS WORKING 
TOGETHER WE MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO SOLVE 
SOME OF THE 
VERNON JACKSON 
MYSTERIES. 











jffffffi ii ■***•■ ! * 


THERE'S WORK TO 
DO FIRST, THOUGH. 


’ PHARMACOLOGY ' 
CHAPTER 8 


WRITTEN BY: PR. FAUSTUS 
ILLUSTRATED BY: EROS ARTS 









YOU THOUGHT YOU COULD 
THROW ME OFF THE PATH 

V WITH A BOWDLERIZED 
VERSION OF VERNON 
JACKSON'S NOTES. 


^ DAMNIT, ^ 
TAYLOR, CAN'T 
YOU WATCH... 


THEY'RE 
COMING 
FOR YOU 
MEDEA. 


WHATP 






Kim 

m 

inA, -y, . ;/;* 

<•::<'. '-'A: i «F 






llJlfff/Ulinn' 


ORGANIZATION ' 
CAN HELP TO TIE UP 
THE LITTLE PROBLEM 
YOU'VE MADE WITH 
"7 GOVERNMENTS < 
V AND OTHER ' 
^-7 ACTORS. V 













EITHER BE A VERY HIGHLY 
COMPENSATED JUNIOR PARTNER 
IN A SEXY PHARMA STARTUP... 


...OR SPEND THE REST 
OF YOUR DAYS AS THE 
GOVERNMENT'S CREATURE 


SO I GUESS 
WE DON'T GET TO 
RULE THE WORLD, 
AFTER ALL. 


v I'M IN BUSINESS. I 
DON'T GRANT WISHES. I 
CAN ONLY MAKE DEALS. 







BUT DON'T BE FOOLED. THERE 
WILL BE MUSCLE NEARBY. 


GETTING OUT OF THIS WILL BE 
TOUGH, BUT THERE'S A WAY. 


THEY'LL ACT LIKE THEY'RE 
YOUR FRIEND. MEET YOU IN 
SOME PUBLIC PLACE TO PUT 
YOU AT EASE. THEY WON'T 
TRY ANY THREATS OR 
BULLYING AT FIRST. NOT 
WITH TALENT LIKE YOU. 









WE'LL PROVIDE 
YOU WITH A 
RECIPE OF A 
DRUG OF OUR 
OWN. MS. FADIL 
WILL HAVE TO 
SOME QUICK 
LAB-WORK. 


YOU'LL NEED ONE 
OF THOSE OLD- 
FASHIONED FOUNTAIN 
PENS. THE SORT 
YOU FILL VIA LEVER. 











mew 

-vv>'-v >';■> * 


EVERYONE 
AGREES, THEN 


THERE IS ONE 
MORE TERM WHICH WE 
, MUST INSIST ON. 


WE CAN'T HAVE ANY 
MORE OF THESE WILDCAT 
FIELD EXPERIMENTS WITH 
NOVEL DRUGS. EVER. , 


THEY'RE JUST 7"<2<D 







I CAN'T 
BELIEVE WE'RE 
GOING TO DO 
THIS. 


r IT MAKES > 
ME SO EXCITED JUST 
THINKING ABOUT IT. 

THOUGH MAYBE A 
. LITTLE SCARED. > 


REMEMBER 
THE STORY. 







Q38K 




liifmfl'V 


"FIXED AND IMMOVABLE, 
THE DEMIGOD SAID NOT 
A WORD, TILL AT LAST, 
URGED BY THE KIND, HE 
GAVE A SHRILL LAUGH 
AND BROKE OUT INTO 
THESE WORDS. 'OH 
WRETCHED, EPHEMERAL 
RACE, CHILDREN OF 
CHANCE AND MISERY, 
WHY DO YOU COMPEL 
ME TO TELL YOU WHAT 
IT WOULD BE MOST 
EXPEDIENT FOR YOU 
NOT TO HEAR ?'" 


"'BUT THE 
SECOND 
BEST FOR 
YOU IS - 
TO DIE 
SOON."' 


"'WHAT IS BEST OF 
ALL IS UTTERLY BEYOND 
YOUR REACH: NOT TO 
BE BORN, NOT TO BE, 
TO BE NOTHING.’" 


"THERE IS AN 
ANCIENT STORY 
THAT KING MIDAS 
HUNTED IN THE 
FOREST A LONG 
TIME FOR THE WISE 
SILENUS, THE 
COMPANION OF 
DIONYSUS, WITHOUT 
CAPTURING HIM. 
WHEN SILENUS AT 
LAST FELL INTO HIS 
HANDS, THE KING 
ASKED HIM WHAT 
THE BEST AND 
MOST DESIRABLE 
OF ALL THINGS 
FOR MAN WAS." 














YOU TWO 
MADE A GOOD 
CHOICE COMING 
HERE TO TALK 
WITH ME. 




r HEY, BUDDY, 

MY GIRLFRIEND AND I 
ARE GOING TO NEED 
THIS TABLE. YOU'RE 
GONNA HAVE TO 
V MOVE... > 













HOLY 
CRAPl 
He ' HA& 
A GUN1 
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^ NOW MIGHT ^ 
BE A GOOD TIME FOR 
THAT DISCREET EXIT 
WE DISCUSSED. 






















r I CAN'T BELIEVE N 

YOU SURRENDERED EVERYONE 
IN THAT STANDOFF TO THAT 
WOMAN, SPECIAL 

AGENT SMITH. ^ 


^ I LEARNED VERY EARLY 
IN MY CAREER THERE'S NO 
FUTURE IN BATTLING THESE 
NATIONAL SECURITY CREEPS 
^ SPECIAL AGENT ONG. . 


THEY HAVE > 
VERY SPECIAL 
PLANS FOR THE 
v WORLD. > 


b */>* f inSt dra ^e, h 

■■■*"« n ° tn e * tr 
in 


' ARE THOSE 
RIOT ARRESTEES... 
SINGING, SPECIAL 
. AGENT SMITHP 


^ WHO SAYS 
TODAY'S STUDENTS 
ARE ALL APATHETIC, 
SPECIAL AGENT 
► ONGP A 








I'M NOT SURE THAT THIS 
IS APPROPRIATE FOR > 
A LITTLE KID... 


^ WELL, AT LEAST IT ^ 
LOOKS LIKE THINGS MIGHT 
BE WORKING OUT FOR YOUR 
^ "NOT FRIENDS." 


I'M NOT 
A "LITTLE 
KID." 


~ ASK ME ^ 
SOMETIME AND 
I'LL EXPLAIN 
k IT TO YOU. 






NOW SERVING BOTTOMLESS 
COFFEE AT THE GADGET/ 


fOUij 


mow 






m cone^e ^ mv 

6N OOGW TO (46UF (f 10V6 
rfiy TN6V nHAK€ 
6007 COrtWWlOUf. 




w. (J^(JU6h4€6K (1\m THAT fOfi 

m, fan. ivf mm i "mm 

N Ofl. ANF f on THAT (AATT6J7, "6AT." 


SPECIAL THAHKS OH THIS ISSUE TO MY 
fPIEHD 1609 ZEITLIH fOP HIS HELP 
WITH THE 9USSIAH LAH6UA6E 1 . 


TAVLOfi TAtf? 

VAKT 4 

mneu tv., fir. fAOfTOf 

MUtfwef W-. €WAW 












it mmv m\< in mvemi wwa, move m ovcaj 
WO ffm ^AV. TN6fT6 KlA? a yoouo (AAN N W6V J0f€7A 
sHJOAfMM A6 riA? A (Aemv Of A TINV KWOVW 
feci cAiiev TH6 m?H6 Y iki." 

























dOT A6 m A TAL6NT f0fT 
6fTI(A6 ANF A6 ?00N 
(A0V6F OF IN TA6 rt0JO£ 


IP% 
m^S$ 





A6 HA? HI? AANF? IN AUU ?0fTT? Of 
OfflrfllNAU 6NT6fTFFI^6^ IN6T0PIN6 — 
m THINK ~ THAT 0KFHANA66 
ftWlNO. A flOAT MTA ANOTA6K 
OANO 0?IN6 IT A? A TKONT. 




PI 
m. 

tm 



mk 



dmm 




























ueev to feet, <ny 
^av a lone? me... 














I'Ve mu a pap vot 

i w routfm 


immim a ? mf \f, 

IT l?N'T Am I 6AT16 f0Jt 




















LOOKING TOP 



yet, rfijr. mf\mi 

THANK you ftp. 



you fiCTumy 
emy 



riW'f TH6 m vem With 

Tril? "OKANlOflfl" ^TL)ff 
ANVWAV? WAy voej IT 06T 
A GAU- W 1 TH6 FK6^IF6NT 
Of TH6 0NIT6F ?TAT6?7 


AGGOKPINO TO FKOff^OK 
6IN?T6IN IN 06fflJN, VOO 

cm ujc it to (AAK6 jom 
^OffT Of L)NP6LieVAW.y 
TDriefifik W(0d. 











OOF fAT6 IN 6T6FNITV 
(D/\TT6Ff <1\0F6 THAN T10N6V.. 










,_.COLOGY 


gnosis 


VOLUITIE IX 
numBEQ x 


^ I THOUGHT WE HAD ^ 
AN AGREEMENT: NO MORE 
w WILDCAT EXPERIMENTS' 


TWO GNOSIS COLLEGE STUDENTS, NEITHER WITH A 
HISTORY OF MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES, GO AND IMMOLATE 
EACH OTHER. ARSON INVESTIGATORS FIND SPECIALIZED 
DRUG PARAPHERNALIA ON THE SCENE. 



^ BUT WHAT 
DO OUR SOURCES NOW 
TELL US? ^ 


WE HAD A DRUG THAT MIGHT HAVE 
CONTRIBUTED... BUT I SWEAR WE 
HAD ALREADY AGREED TO NO > 
HUMAN TESTING 
ON THAT ONE. -n I 












r HOUSTON, ^ 
IF YOU'RE GOING 
. THAT FAR. A 



LOOKING FOR WORK. I USED TO BE IN COLLEGE, BUT I FIGURE 
I LEARNED ABOUT AS MUCH AS I NEEDED TO KNOW THERE. 


GOOD FOR YOU. 
THIS COUNTRY 
WOULD BE A 
BETTER PLACE IF 
MORE YOUNG 
PEOPLE WERE 
WILLING TO PUT 
IN A HONEST / 
DAY'S WORK, yi 



^ USED TO > 
BE WE BELIEVED 
IN HARD WORK IN 
THIS COUNTRY. 
NOW EVERYONE 
JUST STICKS HIS 
HAND INTO 
SOMEONE ELSE'S 
w POCKET. > 








SO THIS IS HOW 
THEY ENTERTAIN 
THEMSELVES 
IN HOUSTON. 


SHREKLEKH 

SHTOT. 










SO HERE'S 
THE YOUNG MAN 
WHO WANTS TO 
BE OUR NEW 
COOK. 


YOU BROUGHT 
SAMPLESP 






WE TESTED A SAMPLE. 
PHARMACEUTICAL GRADE 


o SYNTHETIC 
S OPIOIDS. LSD. ALL PHARMA > 
GRADE AND IN WHATEVER QUANTITIES 
YOU REQUIRE WITH A BIG ENOUGH LAB 
AND A STAFF. THOUGH I WONDER 
v AT THE ABILITY TO KEEP y 
IT DISCREET... 


WHAT ELSE CAN 
YOU MAKE, SON? 


/ AMAZING. IT'S 
' LIKE THAT SHOW ON > 
TEEVEE. YOU KNOW, THE 
ONE WITH THE GUY WITH 
. ALL THE CHICKEN . 
V RESTAURANTS. >/ 


^ SON, THIS \ 
HERE IS HOUSTON. A 
B/PNESS-FR/ENPLY 
TOWN. YOU COULD 
VENT MUSTARD GAS 
AND AIN'T NO ONE 
GONNA TELL THE 
DIFFERENCE. SURE 
AIN'T GONNA HAVE 
v TROUBLE FROM NO > 
\ GUBBIMENT... / 


"I'M NOT 
INTERESTED 
IN THE 

MONEY, SIR.’ 


^ HOW MUCH > 
ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR FOR YOUR... 

. SERVICES? > 


"WHAT>4££ YOU 
INTERESTED IN, THEN? 1 




^ BUT GIRLS IN TANKS 
AIN'T NOTHIN'. LE' ME SHOW 
YOU SOMETHING THAT'S 
. REAL IMPRESSIVE... ^ 


CARL, BRING 
UP THE FILLY 


MAKE SURE SHE'S 
L GOOD AND RILED. 





YOU BASTARDS! 
LET GO OF ME! I'LL... 















NO 

DOUBTS 
ABOUT 
THAT AT 
ALL , SIR. 



1 * • 


* 1 , * 

■ 
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YOU SHOULD KNOW 
THAT THE BAVARIAN 
CRIMINAL POLICE 
INTERVIEWED ME. 
THEY FOUND MY 
HALF OF THE 
CORRESPONDENCE 
IN KARIN'S I TOLD 
THEM EVERYTHING . 
I KNEW ABOUT ^ 
HISTORY. 


THEY WERE 
SYMPATHETIC 
MOSTLY. 




RE\ 
TIC, J 



THEY WOULDN'T SAY 
ANYTHING ABOUT WHY, 
BUT I THINK KARIN 
MAY HAVE TRIG- 
^ GERE D SOME- 

_ \ THING IN THE 

DEEP STATE. 
) >lA OF GERMANY, 
RUSSIA, WHO 
KNOWS? 


AFTER THIS I 
CAN'T SAY I MUCH CARE 
WHETHER YOU PULL OUR 
ARRANGEMENT 
OR NOT. 


^ I'M SORRY ^ 
ABOUT YOUR LOSS , 
TAYLOR. I 
w REALLY AM. v 









"WE TOOK THE 
TROUBLE TO 
SECURE THEIR 
LAB NOTES FIRST. 


HOW CAN YOU 
JUST P LAY WITH 
PEOPLE LIKE 
THAT, IRIS? 


"WE OFFERED THEM A 
LOTTERY TICKET. THEY 
PLAYED AND THEY WON. 

AND THEY HAD GOOD 
REASONS FOR PLAYING." 


"FATIMA'S FAMILY, LIKE PRETTY MUCH ALL PALESTINIANS 
LIVING UNDER OCCUPATION, LIVES IN DESPERATE CIRCUMSTANCES, 
AND SHE'D TAKE ANY RISK TO HELP THEM. AND NOW SHE CAN." 


"I'M SORT OF 
SURPRISED THINGS 
WORKED AS WELL 
AS THEY DID. 

THE DRUGS 
ADMINISTERED TO 
THAT GOVERNMENT 
AGENT USUALLY 
JUST KILL PEOPLE." 


YOU MEAN, MOST 
LIKELY THE WHOLE 
THING WOULD JUST 
HAVE BEEN A 
LETHAL FIASCO. 


If 



"AS FOR MEDEA, THINK ABOUT 
THE CULTURAL POLITICS BEHIND 
ANY PARENTS WHO WOULD NAME 
THEIR DAUGHTER 'MEDEA,' AND 
THEN THINK HOW SHE WOULD 
REACT TO THE DEEP STATE AND 
ONE OF ITS AGENTS. 'LETHAL 
FIASCO' PROBABLY WOULD HAVE 
SUITED HER JUST FINE." 


THE MORALITY OF ALL 
THIS ESCAPES ME. 


"MORALITY CONTROLS 
NOTHING IN THE WORLD, 
TAYLOR. WEALTH DOES. 
THE RICH BUY THE WORLD 
THEY WANT, AND THEIR 
ABILITY TO DO SO 
INCREASES WITH EVERY 
PASSING YEAR." 


"YOU CAN PERISH AT 
THEIR PLEASURE OR YOU CAN 
FIND YOURSELF A NICHE. 

I CHOSE THE LATTER." 


"PLEASE CONSIDER 
THE SAME FOR 
YOURSELF. YOU 
DESERVE BETTER. 
AND OUR ARRANGE- 
MENT WILL HELP." 




MY SIMPLE ACT OF SCHOLARSHIP 
GENERATED A TRAIL OF DEATH. 
AND NOW THIS ACT IS ALL THAT 
IS LEFT TO ME. 


/ONE MR.\ 
f VERNON \ 
JACKSON, 
TO BE 

RE-INTERRED 
IN A FAMILY 
PLOT NEXT 
TO HIS 
MOTHER AND 
FATHER. IT 
SEEMS IN 
ORDER, BUT 
, I HAVE i 
\ TO ASK... / 


ALL I WANTED TO DO WAS A LITTLE 
HISTORY, AND PERHAPS RESTORE THE 
MEMORY OF A MAN UNJUSTLY FORGOTTEN. 







WHY TAKE AN ^Nf 
INTEREST IN THIS MAN? 

I MEAN, IT'S A DECENT THING 
TO DO, LETTING HIM REST 
SOMEWHERE OTHER THAN THIS 
DISUSED PRISON CEMETERY, 
V BUT STILL, WHY? > 


^ I'LL TRY TO EXPLAIN 
ON THE RIDE BACK TO PLEASANT 
. PRAIRIE, REVEREND. 






^ YEAH, AND WHY ARE ^ 
YOU SO INTERESTED IN THE 
SHATTERED REMAINS OF 
V THIS TOXIC CASEP ^ 


/ YOU KNOW, X 
THERE'S STILL 
THAT IGOR ZEITLIN 
KID WHO SKIPPED 
BAIL AFTER THE 
, RIOT AND WENT . 

V missing, y 


r MAYBE I'M X 
DEVELOPING A 
CRUSH ON YOUNG MR 
TAYLOR CHASE. EVER 
v THINK OF THAT? a 


r HE WAS > 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE A TALENTED 
CHEMIST... 








SO THE OFFER IS, JOE, THAT I BUY OUT YESTERTECH 

YOU'LL STILL RUN IT, UNTIL YOU RETIRE OR THE 

REST OF YOUR LIFE IF YOU WANT. 


' WELL, IT'S A X 

KIND OFFER, TAYLOR. J 

. BUT WHYP 

^ I MEAN, I N 

/ UNDERSTAND YOU 
[ MYSTERIOUSLY CAME 

\ V INTO some money 





f/\ s i7 



IT MAKES ME FEEL 
COMFORTABLE BEING 
AROUND THINGS THAT 
I CAN HOLD IN MY 
, HAND, UNDERSTAND 
\ HOW THEY WORK. 
\ INSTEAD OF ALL 
\ THIS WITCHY-LIKE 
\ SCIENCE THEY 
/ HAVE THESE 
/ /v DAYS. 


r I DON'T < 
KNOW IF IT 
MAKES ANY 
SENSE TO 
YOU OR 
V NOT. > 


(i 


Slcv^! 






FAUT CULTIVER NOTRE 
JARDIN." 


r BY THE WAY, > 
IS THAT OLD ROOM 
UPSTAIRS STILL 
. AVAILABLE? > 





END OF 
VOLUME IX. 








GNOSls 



